
 

Roundtables                                                                 
An Evening to Discuss Timely Topics in                                                            

Medical Communication 
Thursday, December 15, 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm CST                                   

(Virtual) 
We are looking forward to seeing you at our holiday roundtables event! 

Cost: $9.00 

Roundtable Topics 
Choose from ONE of five roundtable topics (see below), which will be discussed in 
small breakout rooms. (NOTE: choose only one topic--roundtable discussions will 
occur simultaneously.)  

To encourage participation and networking, each roundtable will have a limited number 
of participants. Sign up soon to reserve your spot! 

Not a member? No problem! You are welcome to join us at this event and get to know 
how AMWA can help you. This is an excellent avenue to connect with other new and 
experienced writers and editors in various fields and vocations. 

1. Writing Gender Pronouns: Inclusivity in Health Care Content     

Ludwig Frontier, MD, MS, MBA, DHSc                                                                              
Senior Medical Manager, Macopharma, Atlanta, Georgia 

Understanding how youth discuss personal pronouns could improve health care action 
plans. In this roundtable, we will explore personal pronouns, such as he, she, his, hers, 
they, them, zie, sie, ve, and more, when addressing others or ourselves. We will also 
examine the implications of these pronouns in understanding gender and the continually 
evolving challenges for health care equity and outreach. Is taking pronouns into account 
important for a culturally sensitive medical writing culture? 

Ludwig Frontier has emigrated three times and has worked in a global multicultural 
environment for over eleven years. Coming from a developing country, he has 
experienced the burden of a noninclusive society. Today, he is a medical scientist for 
private industry and an independent researcher. He is a member of the Human Rights 



Campaign, The American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS), the 
Association for the Advancement of Blood & Biotherapies (AABB), and the Bioethics 
Chapter of The American Public Health Association (APHA), as well as a scholar of the 
UNESCO Master in Global Bioethics, and a proud human rights advocate. 

2. The Patient-Physician Relationship: Health Care Bureaucracy, Horses and 
Zebras, and Relationship Legacies  

Katie Fung-Yip, MD, FACOG                                                                                          
Board-Certified MD—Medical and Scientific Communicator, Houston, Texas   

When patients and physicians enter an exam room or initiate a shared decision-making 
endeavor, what does each side contribute to the setup? Do patients bring only their 
symptoms and physicians only their medical expertise? What other elements are 
present and how do they play out during the encounter? In this roundtable discussion, 
we will focus on the more elusive component that intersects with the patient-physician 
relationship — each party’s relational history. We will explore the meaning of relational 
legacy and discuss how these invisible endowments contribute to incidences of 
miscommunication, mistrust, and missed opportunities for collaboration in the patient-
physician dyad. 

Katie Fung-Yip is a board-certified physician with over a decade of clinical experience. 
She is passionate about women’s health, health equity, and evidence-based medicine, 
and much of her professional efforts are devoted to providing medical care to individuals 
with barriers to accessing healthcare. She also has experience in basic science and 
clinical research. Her work has been published in peer-reviewed journals and presented 
at professional congresses. Katie currently serves as the Director-at-Large for the 
Houston area of the AMWA Southwest Chapter. She enjoys collaborating with 
scientists, writers, educators, and leaders to push science and medicine forward. 

3. Reinspiring Your Business Through Personal Health Practices  

Reggie Wilson, MS                                                                                                        
Certified Worksite Wellness Program Manager, Fit for Freelance, Naples, Florida 

Steady weight gain, low back pain, and stress are common in the medical 
communication industry. But these are just a few of the crippling effects from saying we 
don’t have time for ourselves and our wellness. In this roundtable, you will learn why 
and how to re-engage your food and movement habits, so you can lead the healthy, 
fulfilling life of your dreams. Participants will also identify the effects of health habits on 
work performance and quality-of-life measures. You will assess life, business, and 
health priorities on level of impact. Then, you will learn how to select replacement 
choices to build confidence, realistic focus, and accountability. 

Reggie Wilson is an activist for creating healthy environments in workplaces. As a 
certified worksite wellness program manager and personal trainer with 9 years of public 
health experience, he recognized that freelancers need wellness support at home. His 



mission with Fit for Freelance is to make health an engaging part of the entrepreneur's 
journey by inspiring confident ownership of their path to freedom and fitness.                                                                                        

4. Essential Tech Tools for Medical Writers and Editors                                                                                                 

Kimberly A. Mankiewicz, PhD, ELS                                                                                                 
Scientific Editor, Center for Translational Injury Research, The University of Texas 
Health Science Center at Houston  

Technology has exploded, with apps, plugins, and programs for just about everything. 
We will talk about what technology tools are useful for medical writing and editing and 
how to implement them into your workflow. Significant time will be available for 
discussion and to share what your favorite tech tools are! 

Kim Mankiewicz is a Scientific Editor with the Center for Translational Injury Research 
at The University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston and self-described tech 
junkie and productivity enthusiast. In addition to her over 14 years of experience as a 
medical writer and editor, Kim is also the Chapter Advisory Council Representative and 
Communications Chair for the AMWA Southwest Chapter (you've probably received an 
email or two from her!). 

5. Volunteering and Professional Development 

J. Kelly Byram, MS, MBA, ELS                                                                                              
Medical and Scientific Writer and Editor, and CEO, Duke City Consulting, Albuquerque-
Santa Fe Metropolitan Area, New Mexico                                                                                                                    

Damiana Chiavolini, MS, PhD                                                                                       
Writer, Editor, and Educator and AMWA Southwest President, Dallas, Texas                                                                                   

Are you interested in volunteering for our chapter or maybe looking to get started in 
medical writing? In this interactive roundtable, we will discuss how becoming a chapter 
volunteer and officer can improve your leadership, organizational, mentoring, and 
networking skills. We’ll also talk about career goals, professional growth, and work/life 
balance. Be prepared to ask questions or share helpful tips that others might find 
beneficial. 

J. Kelly Byram is a freelance writer and editor with over 30 years’ experience in 
scientific and medical communications. She consults in the academic, pharma, and 
start-up spaces and offers training courses in various aspects of writing, editing, and 
technology. Her portfolio comprises a wide variety of materials, including peer-reviewed 
journal articles, books and book chapters, posters, sales training modules and media, 
proposals, and regulatory documents. Kelly is the recipient of AMWA’s President’s 
Award (2022). She served as AMWA Southwest Chapter president (2020-2021) and is 
the chapter's survey coordinator and the Director-at-Large for New Mexico. 

Damiana Chiavolini is a freelance communicator who writes feature articles for different 
platforms and publications, produces content for higher education platforms, and works 



as an editor for multiple projects. As an academic writer and editor, she worked on 
scientific manuscripts, grant proposals, and other research documents in the fields of 
oncology, radiation oncology, and medical physics. As a trained researcher, she 
authored journal articles in the areas of infection and immunity and wrote booklets and 
book chapters about different diseases in multiple areas of medicine. Damiana is also a 
writing coach and blogger.   


